RUMTX BOARD MEETING: Thursday, January 28, 2021 at 10:30am Via Zoom

RECONCILING UNITED METHODISTS
TEXAS CONFERENCE
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Attendees:
X| Allison Sullivan Rev. Jim Bankston Nelda Brooks
X| Rev. Bodie Gilbert - VP Judy Graves Norma Graves
X| Burke Randolph Justin Flint Rev. Rahel | Yoo
X| Rev. Diane McGehee — Pres. Kim McCumber Randy Scott - Treasurer
Erin Kupcunas Faseler Deac. Laura | Young Tara Hunsucker
X| Rev. Glynden | Bode Rev. Nathan | Lonsdale Bledsoe Virginia Shanks
X| Jane Straw
X| Jennifer West - Secretary

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:32 by Jennifer West.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Tara moved to approve the last meeting minutes and Norma seconded and all
were in favor.

Prayer/Welcome New Member: Rev. Diane led us into an opening prayer. New members Alison Sullivan (St.
Paul’s UMC); Robin Dunn (Sunset Methodist Pasadena); Virginia Shanks (St. Paul’s UMC); Jane Straw (Westbury
UMC).

Jim moved and Nathan seconded to welcome these new persons onto the RUMTX board for 2021.

Board Member Introductions - Norma Graves (Memorial Drive UMC); Diane McGee (Senior Pastor Bering
Memorial UMC/President RUMTX); Randy Scott (RUMTX Treasurer/Bering Memorial UMC — also introduced his
spouse Henry); Nelda Brooks (Represents St. Peter’s Katy Open Hearts group on RUMTX board & member of
Bering Memorial); Burke Randolph (attends Bering Memorial online & former member of Christ Church UMC
Sugar Land); Rev. Bodie Gilbert (RUMTX VP & pastor of music at Westbury); Tara Hunsucker (RUMTX Co-
Secretary Memorial Drive UMC); Justin Flint (St. Paul’s UMC); Laura Young (Deaconess appointed to Reconciling
Ministries Network for South Central Jurisdiction & 5 NE Annual UMC Conferences); Rev. Jim Bankston (Retired
Senior Minister St. Paul’s/ Founded organization with others on this board in 1996); Rev. Glynden Bode (RUMTX
Communication Chair/ Rosehill UMC); Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe (Senior Pastor at St. Stephens UMC); Judy
Graves (St. Marks UMC).

Financial Report: Randy reported that as of December 31, 2020 we had an ending balance of $14,827.34, on
our statement we have a listed $15,120.14 due to donations from the paypal account. All bills are paid so we
have no outstanding bills. The giving statements for 2020 donors have been sent for tax reporting. Tara moved
and Justin seconded — all were in favor to accept the financial report.

Old Business:

Resolutions: Our conference requires resolutions to be filed by Jan. 15 for them to be heard on the floor at
Annual Conference in May. On behalf of RUMTX the following resolutions were filed:
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1. Diane filed a Resolution Urging the Observance of a Moratorium on All Trials.

2. Diane also filed Resolution Regarding Decision to be Made by the Texas Annual Conference Following
the Next General Conference because we were notified that the Confessing Movement filed a resolution
that within 90 days after the General Conference meets and decides a plan of separation that Texas
Annual Conference would hold a special conference to vote for who would be going where. We have a
concern that 90 days is not enough time for people to fully understand implications of this decision so
Diane filed a counter resolution saying that when the General Conf met and if a plan of separation was
approved that no vote would be take until 3 meetings would be held in each district which the Bishop
would not preside over but instead there would be a representatives of RUMTX, BMCR, That We might
Be One and the Wesley Covenant would each be given equal time to present and that no vote of the
annual conference would be taken until 9 months after the General Conference decision.

3. lJim filed A Resolution for a Plan of Allocation of Assets and Discernment of Relationship to Enable
Thoughtful and Prayerful Decisions by Texas Annual Conference churches, laity and clergy to address
any concerns that the Bishop try to take the entire conference to the WCA denomination that he might
try to sell property and assets like Lakeview, the UM center, District properties, and take the money
along with the emerging leadership fund, health care and pension funds with them — all of these need a
lot of thoughtful discussion subsequently the resolution includes: Therefore be it resolved that within
30 days of adjournment of the Texas Annual Conference 2021 a task force comprised of the following
groups (CFNA, Trustees, Pension, Health Care, and Caucus Groups: BMCR, Confessing Movement, that
We All May Be One, and RUMTX) be established for this group to discuss complex issues of property,
assets resources and funds should there be a separation of the church - this group would meet with
within a 30 day period. We have about 20 laity and 20 clergy in addition to support from Tom Pace,
John Stevens, Pat Sparks, Rudy Rasmus; and signers Jim Welch, Keith Whitaker, Tom Wuso, Sue Sullivan
- this resolution is about a Process not a Position on how we divide our property etc. when the split
comes. We want to encourage people to pass this resolution.

A discussion about the resolutions occurred with references to putting information on the website and
advocating for these resolutions. Other concerns about the Bishop working to undermine these efforts was
discussed and it was noted that the Bishop works to appear neutral on these issues when in fact he will work
behind the scenes to undermine our efforts.

General Conference — Laura discussed issues about General Conference. It seems impossible to do a virtual
General Conference in 2021 due to justice issues involved — for example, around the globe timing is impossible,
translations to 5 different languages, infrastructure for internet and equal access to internet is not available, not
to mention trusting online voting- too difficult. Therefore, our concerns about inclusion will not be included in
2021 (so we should assume GC is 2022)

Christmas Covenant - Laura discussed the need for our organization to shift our focus from the Protocol to the
Christmas Covenant. The Protocol no longer has support from our International members — the Protocol did not
properly include regional structure. We need regional decision making in the Methodist Church.
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Please view the Christmas Covenant — it changes the constitution and therefore needs a 2/3rds vote and must
be ratified at annual conference.

https://www.facebook.com/christmascovenant

https://www.christmascovenant.com/

Questions

Diane asked that if the Christmas Covenant passed; and we are divided into regional governments if
inclusion will have to be voted on — Laura said the language in the Christmas Covenant says, “Christ
Centered Church of Equity” which supports inclusion.

Christmas Covenant Question- Jim asked if the Christmas Covenant passes would we have a break away
issue in the UMC and if the WCA might break away. Laura replied it is possible but reinforced that the
more people learn about how much the Protocol is not going to pass hopefully more individual UMC will
make a decision to move to the Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) which is in our favor. If there is
an official split of the UMC, and Annual Conferences can vote to move to WCA as a whole it would work
against us. It is better for RUMTX and inclusion supporters if individual churches can vote individually to
leave and go to the WCA.

Randy asked if the Christmas Covenant allowed for conferences to move out of the UMC or if it requires
individual churches to do that — Laura mentioned that the Christmas Covenant does not address that.

One US Regional Conference- Laura mentioned that if we hear people talking about becoming more than One
US Regional Conference when discussing the Christmas Covenant that we should not fall prey to that argument.
Anything more than One US Regional Conference prolongs discrimination and segregation. Rob Renfro has
Youtube videos about having two US Regional Conferences — we don’t want that — we want One US Regional
Conference.

Methodist Polity — Nathan offered background on Methodist Polity (the rules and structures that define the
formal organization of the church). Nathan explained that in other protestant churches (Baptist, Presbyterian
etc) the local church is the central organizing unit for the church. They make their individual decisions for their
church and then connect with their larger denomination beyond. However, in the UM church the organizing
unit of the church is the Annual Conference — so most things have to be decided at annual conference first. In
our case the Tx. Annual Conference has to make a decision first about what the conference is doing. This fight is
about the Tx Annual Conference as a unit decides to stay in the UM church or do they want to join the WCA. So
much of this is about how we can keep the Tx Annual Conference from going into the WCA. Other organizations
are talking to bishops about how a large group of churches within the Tx Annual Conference can move into
another conference if the Tx. Annual Conference moves to WCA. Part of the push to take the entire Annual
Conference is their understanding that those churches don’t have to pay to get out of the UMC- it is also a way
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to avoid having to have the conversation in your own church about how people individually feel about LGBTQIA+
issues.

District Delegates — Diane talked to Kip who said they are looking at delegate representation. There is a concern
that we have not heard anything about being able to apply to be district delegates. There has been no
communicated process for new district delegates. Diane has a concern that we are not being informed of the
process about district delegates. Glynden agreed to send an email to RUMTX supporters asking people to
contact their district office and volunteer to serve as a district delegate- and to also follow up with an email.
Glynden said she will an email to our supporters.

Burke mentioned that he was taken off as a delegate — Diane mentioned that district delegates do not have to
be approved by the senior pastor. Now each church is assigned a number of district delegates. To Diane’s
knowledge we do not know the process of district delegates. Burke is going to reach out to his district office
about him being approved as a delegate. Bodie mentioned Burke might need to change his church so that he
could be a district delegate.

Motion — Justin moved that Diane send a letter to the bishop about concerns over district delegates and the lack
of transparency about the process of approving district delegates. Burke seconded the motion — all were in
favor.

New Business:
Website

Tara did an incredible job on the website and asked everyone to go to the website and look for errors,
corrections and to please give Tara any comments. A discussion about paying the upgrade $240. for the
professional subscription which includes one year free of the domain name that does not include weebly. It also

includes privacy pages on the-website-and-forthe-phone-numberassociated-with-ouraccount. Diane

volunteered for her cell number to be connected to RUMTX.

The cost for 2 years is $277.00. Nathan said the value in having a legitimate website by not having weebly
attached to our name is more valuable than the money. Nathan moved and Burke seconded to make these
upgrades- all were in favor.

A discussion about Christmas Covenant and linking that to our website occurred and we decided atthis-time-not
to do this at this time. We will promote it on the RUMTX board. The Christmas Covenant was created by folks
moderate and to the right of center- we didn’t create it but we are on board.

Bodie mentioned the webinar team could host Laura to do a conversation about the move from the Protocol to
the Christmas covenant etc. Diane asked the strategy and advocacy team to look at that for the next webinar.

Randy asked a question if it is possible for our Bishop to elect to leave our conference in 2021. Diane said that it
is not possible. The only option right now is for individual churches to leave. Diane said under the traditional
plan the reason we get to leave is because we object to the current policy on the LGBTQIA+ issues. There is still a
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provision in the book of discipline that a church can leave for any reason to join another recognized or main line
denomination. There is not a process for a whole annual conference to leave the United Methodist Church.
There is a process that conservative churches who want to leave can leave, and we voted at the last annual
conference that the process for that departure would be identical to the process for those leaving under the
traditional plan (ie the payments, they can take their property and follow the process for the traditional plan).

Jennifer moved to adjourned and Tara seconded to end the meeting and Bodie nominated Jim to close the
meeting with prayer.

Adjourn: Meeting was adjourned at 12pm

Next Board Meeting Date: Thursday, Feb. 25 at 10:30am via Zoom
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