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Attendees: 

 Allison Sullivan  X Jean Vander Plow   Nelda Brooks 
X Rev. Bodie Gilbert  X Jennifer West - Chair  X Norma Graves 

 Burke Randolph  X Rev. Jim  Bankston   Rev. Rahel  Yoo 

 Rev. Diane McGehee -  X Judy Graves   Randy Scott Asst. Treas. 

 Erin Kupcunas Faseler   Julia Riley   Robin Dunn 
X Rev. Gary Frederick   Justin Flint - Treasurer  X Tara Hunsucker -  Sec. 
X Rev. Glynden Bode  X Deac. Laura  Young   Trevor Warren 

 Jane Straw   Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe  X Virginia  Shanks – VP 
           

 

Welcome/Check In:  Jennifer 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:33 am by Jennifer.  Tara moved to call meeting to order, 
Gary seconded, all approved. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  Tara corrected minutes for typo in 1b on the 10/28/21 Minutes.  Gary moved 
to approve corrected minutes, Norma seconded, all approved. 

Financial Report:  Jim moved to approve 10/31/21 Treasury Report sent out by Justin, Gary seconded, all 
approved. Attached 

Old Business:    

1. Education Taskforce – Jim reported that Bishop Jones stated at the last meeting that if General 
Conference does not meet in 2022, then the taskforce/committee should not go forward with 
presentations in 2022.  Subcommittees have not yet met. 

2. Call to Grace Open Letter – Laura answered questions and encouraged all to sign and to forward to any 
UMC members nationally/globally.  Clarified that RUMTX Board Member could be listed as a 
title/position and would be helpful. Can always just say UMC member or list your church.  This is a global 
letter so those in TX just need to click on Texas. 

a. Goal of letter is to encourage and let interested individual churches to leave now and go to the 
GMC (Global Methodist Church) using current language in Book of Discipline rather than waiting 
for Gen. Conf. action. 

b. .  Jennifer moved that we use the RUMTX Constant Contact listing to send out an email for 
signatures and include some 3-5 bullet points/FAQ’s that answer basic q’s that we asked.  
Norma seconded, all approved. 

i. If we live in Texas, select Texas. 
ii. If you have a position on a board/council/etc. list that position with the church or org. 

iii. Please forward to any and all UMC members nationally or globally. 
iv. This is an open letter to all UMC, not to a specific person, but those that are leaders of 

the GC are paying attention.  Etc…. 
c. Glynden will try and get email out Fri or possibly Tues morning. 
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3. Special project related to hate project – Laura reported that a 3-sentence statement she read to the 
group will be part of a resolution that will be finalized by end of the month and floated around through 
year end for support/tweaking.  Deadline for resolutions is Jan. 31st.: Still looking for the perfect 
person(s) to present resolution at TAC. 

4. Recently approved changes in the TAC rules – tabled due to absence of Nathan and Justin  
5. Bylaws revision - tabled in Justin’s absence. 

New Business: -. 

1. Jennifer encouraged all to invite people they know would add value to our board.  Also strategically 
think about goals for 2022.  Jennifer will modify and send out application to all. 

2. Board Member Commitment– Jennifer to send Board Commitment forms to all for signature. 
3. Jennifer had to leave and transferred lead to Laura 
4. Judy presented info on the process and progress that St Marks is taking to become a Reconciling Church. 

Best case scenario is a possible vote in Jan. or Feb.  Feels positive and prayers requested.  Many Kudos 
to and for St. Marks. 

5. Bodie presented a Westbury UMC - candidate for RUMTX Board - Laurie Sturdevant (Chair of Social 
Justice Committee) - llsturdevant@yahoo.com - 713.397.5121.  Judy agreed to contact Laura and give 
her the application and reiterate the invitation to join our board. 

6. Bodie officially resigned and this meeting is his last meeting as he starts his new role with Bering UCC.  
All wished him the best and thanked him for his dedication and service.  Bodie is glad to remain a 
“Friend of the Board”. 

Adjourn:  Laura closed the meeting with prayer at 11:33am 

Next Board Meeting Date: Thursday, December 16, 2021, 10:30am 

 

Open Items:  

 Nominations and Board Commitment completed forms. 
 On 11/16, 1:37pm Jane Straw send an email resigning from the Board. 
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October Treasurer’s Report: 

 


