RECONCILING UNITED METHODISTS
TEXAS CONFERENCE

RUMTX BOARD MEETING: Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 10:30am Via Zoom
#xkk kR Rk RRRRR4* Distribution for Board Member only *##*#%## sk x4

Attendees:

x | Allison Sullivan Jean Vander Plow Norma Graves

X | Rev. Bodie Gilbert Jennifer West Rev. Rahel | Yoo
Burke Randolph Rev. Jim Bankston Randy Scott - Treasurer
Rev. Diane McGehee - Chair Judy Graves Robin Dunn
Erin Kupcunas Faseler Justin Flint Tara Hunsucker
Rev. Gary Frederick Deac. Laura | Young Trevor Warren
Rev. Glynden | Bode Rev. Nathan | Lonsdale Bledsoe Virginia Shanks
Jane Straw Nelda Brooks

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:38 am by Jennifer

Approval of Meeting Minutes : Two corrections to the 4/8 minutes: Gary: item 6 - RCC should be RRC for
Regional Reconciling Community and Randy: item 2b — add that the new denomination Global Methodist
Church GMC was formed by/from the Wesley Covenant Association. Randy moved to accept 4/8/21 minutes
with those corrections; Virginia seconded; passed. Tara will also attach the 3/

Welcome/Check In: Jennifer welcomed new board members Gary and Jean.
Financial Report: Randy will report new transactions in April in the May board meeting.
Old Business:

1. Officers after Bering leaves. Candidates inlcude: President = Jennifer; Vice President = Virginia; Treasury
= Justin; Asst. Treasurer = Randy; Secretary = possibly Tara

a. Randy suggested Asst Trea position with both signatures for this year as transitions to a new
Treasurer. May want to pursue having an Asst. Sec. too...

b. Bylaws will be distributed to all board members via Tara’s drop box link (Tara will send out) so
requirements of each position are specified there.

c. New office holders take over when we vote — possibly next meeting AFTER notifying all
members of the slate to be voted on. Jennifer will send out slate a week before next meeting
and vote pending robust attendance.

2. Committee Chairs: Strategy/Advocacy; Webinars/Communications; Local Groups/Open Hearts Chairs -
Jennifer will work on clarifying who is willing to be chairs of the committees

New Business:

3. Committee Reports
a. Communications: Allison gave update on social media meeting with Laura, Nathan. Allison and
Nathan will meet in depth after his uncle’s funeral. Worked on an agenda/outline to cover for
next meeting.
b. Strategy/Advocacy: J
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Vi.

Vii.

Justin gave update on. Having some difficulty finding anyone to speak against the
resolute: ions.

Randy reported on what to expect with TX Annual Conf resolutions coming up in May.
Suggested the TAC pre conf. journal link be sent to RUMTX Board — Jennifer will send
link out to Board. Only sent to delegates but all should review to see business being
done. Can find resolutions in that section of it.

Randy suggested that if you're not already a district delegate, check with your district to
see if they still need them

1. Gary reported that since he was not under appointment when he retired Bishop
says he is not eligible to vote as clergy.

2. Justin reported that Conf. is now changing how district delegates are being
selected. Lack of transparency is disturbing. And if you reach out to be a
delegate you may have to be persistent.

Justin also reported that the resolution he worked with Nathan on is now combined
with one Chap submitted which we did not like as it was a 90-day mandated vote on
whether conference stays or leaves after GC allows it. New combined resolution
extends time for vote and allows for education. Now has support of Leadership Council.
Randy gave a summary on the A Resolution for a Plan of Allocation of Assets and
Discernment of Relationship to Enable Thoughtful and Prayerful Decisions by Texas
Annual Conference churches, laity and clergy that Glynden sent out via email. Alink is
also posted on RUMTX home page website.

1. Regarding Nathan/Justin resolution on timing for vote and Jim’s resolution on
asset division procedures, strategically we recommend voting for both. That
being said we also don’t want to make them “RUMTX” resolutions as they have
broad support and we don’t want to alienate other groups.

Randy to send link to letter Bishop signed forming the new denomination created so
that he can push the TAC out of UMC. It was previously sent out in RUMTX email and
Jennifer will send to Board again.

Randy suggested for background info, look at video “Renewal or Ruin” which gives
background on the Institute on Religion and Democracy’s (IRD) attack on the UMC.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUkGdlelIXQ

4. Randy reported that Bering 95% voted to disaffiliate with the UMC; and now in negotiations with United
Church of Christ. They have raised money to pay the UMC. RUMTX banner will need a new home as it
currently hangs at Bering. Jennifer will send to new members Diane’s answers to media on why Bering

6.

left.

Discussed next meeting Thurs., May 13 which will be prior to TAC
a. Jennifer moved to meet on May 13; Tara seconded; passed.

Tara suggested Jim/Nathan make video on importance of resolutions/voting to share with RUMTX

delegates and community.
a. Glynden moved that Strategy/Advocacy Comm. complete a short video for distribution on email
and website, social media, etc.; Jennifer seconded: passed.
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7. Tara asked whether the board wanted Bylaws on website with a password (issues with once password
given on a computer it is not later needed). Justin recommended we distribute via a drop box link.
a. Tara will put in drop box and send link out to Board.

Adjourn: 11:45am by Jennifer

Next Board Meeting Date: Thursday, May 13, 2021 at 10:30am

Open Items:
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