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RUMTX BOARD MEETING: Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 10:30am Via Zoom

RECONCILING UNITED METHODISTS
TEXAS CONFERENCE
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Attendees:

x | Allison Sullivan Jennifer West - Secretary Rev. Rahel | Yoo

x | Rev. Bodie Gilbert Rev. Jim Bankston Randy Scott - Treasurer
Burke Randolph Judy Graves Robin Dunn

X | Rev. Diane McGehee - Chair Justin Flint Tara Hunsucker
Erin Kupcunas Faseler Deac. Laura | Young Trevor Warren
Rev. Gary Frederick Rev. Nathan | Lonsdale Bledsoe Virginia Shanks

X | Rev. Glynden | Bode Nelda Brooks

X | Jane Straw Norma Graves

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:34 am by Tara

Financial Report: Randy moved to approve annual PO Box fee 0f$118; Tara seconded; approved unanimously. See
Treasurer’s report sent out by Randy. Tara moved to accept; Nathan seconded; approved unanimously.

Old Business: Diane joined meeting and led.

1. Delgate selection — selected by District Leadership teams and looked at size and number to select. Diane said
that unknown how many we lost or gained.
2. Resolutions Update — Kip called a meeting for the 3 resolutions submitted in hopes of combing all resolutions.
a. Jim’s resolution, based on if a division occurs assets should be fairly divided, was left to stand on its own.
Very important to get passed, Glynden to send out email with final resolution to RUMTX. Laura will also
post via RMN-other conferences may want to “borrow”, and Tara will post on website. Diane suggested
a talking point is : EVERYONE should support this regardless of which “side” you’re on. It calls for
representation from various groups including RUMTX.
b. New denomination is called the Global Methodist Church, GMC (formed by/from the Wesleyan
Covenant Association, WCA).

c. There was agreement to attempt to rewrite Chap’s and Nathan’s resolution as one.

d. Nathan reported on the remaining 2 resolutions. Chap’s asked for a TAC vote within 90 days of GC
agreement for churches to leave with assets. Nathan’s asked for a more extended timeline for
education/study prior to a TAC vote to leave. Ended up pulling Chap’s and Nathan’s resolutions, and
created a new resolution that does provide that education starts immediately after TAC and before GC,
and a timeline of 3-6 months following the GC or the next scheduled TAC before taking a vote for conf to
leave. The resolution calls for a diverse group of people to work together on education materials. Goal
was to get more time, and ensure Chap pulled his 90 day resolution.

e. Note the above 3, now 2, resolutions are contingent on GC moving UMC to a formal split which may not
happen at all.

f. 4™ resolution: Moratorium resolution and signatures submitted by Diane with others; she has not been
able to find anyone to speak against it for conf.; Jim thinks they will drop rules that someone has to
speak against resolutions.

3. Update on Bering UMC - Voting to leave UMC on April 18™. Diane expects it to pass.
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a. Articles will be in Chronicle, maybe in the Cross Connection but Diane won’t do oral interview must be
all in writing.
b. Also may re-record the 5 minute video on Moratorium Resolution which also speaks to why Bering is

leaving. Get with Diane if you have suggestions on specifics to include in additional videos they are
preparing.
c. Timeline if vote passes on 18", TAC votes on May 31%, the JCC will vote prior to May 31° that contingent
on TAC vote passing, and then June 2" would be effective date.
RUMTX leadership when Bering leaves UMC: Need new officers: Jennifer - Chair; Justin — Treasurer if no one
else is interested; Tara will support as Jennifer’s unofficial back-up; NEED a Secretary or at least someone to take
the minutes (can use the recording so not dependent on note taking)
Social Media Growth: Laura will be getting with Allison, Nathan and possible others will meet with Allison to
brainstorm and plan for a social media presence.

New Business:item 2b

6.

Laura update on 2 District Reps: Trevor Warren — North District Regional Reconciling Community; Rev Gary
Frederick — Northwest District RRC. Many thanks to Laura for pushing to get representation from all the
Districts. New board members will join us at next board meeting.
Laura update on Jurisdictional Conf. Council of Bishops doesn’t want a Jurisdictional Conf with elections but our
Delegates do. Various interpretations of the Book of Discipline as to whether Jurisdictional Conf can meet
without a GC first. Complication is ALL Jurisdictional Conferences have to occur on the same date with few
exceptions. If not held, then the College of Bishops gets to decide which annual conferences get paired together
and which Bishops preside over the conferences.
Laura update on conference combinations: Various combinations will be moving/combining. Very big deal since
Bishop Jones could get oversight over some of the North Districts. Bishop Harvey will likely be moving and North
Districts lobbying hard for her. Lots of conversations occurring.
a. Key players looking at creating a provisional US Regional Conf. before it is official to help organize and
show how it would work prior to a formalizing vote on it at GC.
b. Also pushing education around the Christmas Covenant
Key leaders looking at work-around in case GC is still unable to meet in 2022 due to Global vaccination
issues.
d. Proposed changes to Social Principles are good and want them to go to GC floor and pass. Church &
Society doesn’t want their rewrite to get associated with the politics of inclusion.

Adjourn: 11:48am by Diane

Next Board Meeting Date: Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 10:30am

Open Items:

Officially elect Jennifer as Interim Chair, Justin as Treasurer and a Secretary
Committee Chairs and Goals

Social Media Group report if available

Webinar pre TAC

Note: GC=General Conference; TAC=Texas Annual Conference; JCC=Jurisdictional Counsel Conference
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