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Attendees: 

x Allison Sullivan  x Jean Vander Plow  x Norma Graves 
x Rev. Bodie Gilbert  x Jennifer West   Rev. Rahel  Yoo 

 Burke Randolph  x Rev. Jim  Bankston   Randy Scott - Treasurer 

 Rev. Diane McGehee - Chair  x Judy Graves  x Robin Dunn 

 Erin Kupcunas Faseler  x Justin Flint  x Tara Hunsucker 
x Rev. Gary Frederick  x Deac. Laura  Young    Trevor Warren 

 Rev. Glynden Bode  x Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe  x  Virginia  Shanks 

 Jane Straw   Nelda Brooks     
 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:05am by Jennifer. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:   Tara moved to approve the May 13, 2021 minutes; Jean seconded; all approved 

Financial Report:  Randy sent out minutes and Justin presented; Did not take a vote.  

Old Business:    

1. Nathan reviewed actions at the TAC and resolution results – all passed except for Diane’s moratorium. 
2. Elected Jim Bankston to be our representative for the assets resolution task force in order to be ready 

when GC takes action. Gary moved we elect Jim as our representative; Jennifer seconded; all approved. 
3. Nathan expects to be on the education task force as one of the authors, and will lobby for a RUMTX 

member; and a. separate and different rep. from That We May be One group.  Nathan to follow up and 
give us an update on where the task force make-up stands. 

4. Laura reported on a special project related to hate speech at the TAC.  Here is a link to the speech - it 
starts at 7:44:58:  https://youtu.be/1bXPqo5DgL4   Laura will update is project makes progress. 

5. Nathan suggested that a RUMTX board member review and report on the recently approved changes in 
the TAC rules which are located in the pre-conference journal.  Nathan and Justin will review and report 
back. 

6. No committee updates. 

New Business:   

1. Tara took a photo of the board for the website. 
2. Jennifer suggested that a RUMTX email go out for a TAC update. Would include:  a thank you; results of 

the resolution voting; Westbury is now the home the RUMTX banner with a picture from Bodie of the 
banner, etc.  Jennifer to reach out to Glynden to get that sent. 

3. Bodie presented that Westbury would be happy to be the custodian of the RUMTX banner. They intend 
to display on Pride Sunday.  Jim moved that Westbury house banner; Jennifer seconded; all approved. 

4. Proposed new board member from the St Peter’s Open Hearts Grp. Was submitted by Nelda.  Questions 
were discussed as she is not a UMC member.  Subcommittee to revie by-laws/pros/cons/max 
percentage of having non UMC board members was formed.  Gary to chair; Bodie and Robin will be on 
committee.  They will report their recommendation at next board meeting. 
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5. Jennifer announced St Paul’s is doing a Pride Picnic, Allison, Virginia, Justin, Jim & Jennifer are on 
organizing team. Picnic is June 27th at 12:30pm. 

6. Tara to contact all Bering Board members to see if any are officially resigning from the Board. 
7. Laura shared a prayer request for 6 people in Nigeria (4 clergy and 2 laity) who filed a complaint against 

Bishop John Wesley Yohanna, Nigeria, for in general “misuse of finances and punishment by 
appointment among other items”.  Very different system in Nigeria but they have all been arrested after 
filing the complaint.  There is concern for their safety.  Not much information is available.  RMN trying to 
raise funds for their bail.Please keep them in your prayers. 

a. Rev. Dr. Eunice Iliya - Conference Chaplain 
b. Rev. Ande I. Emmanuel - Conference Secretary 
c. Rev. Ignatius Jesse - Pastor at UMC NTA Jalingo 
d. Pastor Ahmed A. Ahmed - Pastor at UMCN Agure Balasa 
e. Mr. Amos Davidson- UMC Karim Lamido 
f. Mr. Nicodemus Heman- UMC Mission Compound Mayogwoi 

8. Gary mentioned the bakery supporting PRIDE month in Lufkin had a number of orders canceled due to 
their support of PRIDE.  It has been in the news (Washington Post) that people are supporting them so 
much so that they are swamped with business. Gary encourage supporting them sut call first as 
swamped. 
 

Next Board Meeting Date:   Taking July off.  Next meeting is Thursday, 4th Thursday of the month, August 26th. 

Adjourned:  By Jennifer at 11:35 

 

Open Items:  

1. Need to approve May Financial Report. 

 

 


