RECONCILING UNITED METHODISTS
TEXAS CONFERENCE

RUMTX BOARD MEETING: Thursday, September 23, 2021 at 10:30am Via Zoom
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Attendees:
Allison Sullivan X | Jean Vander Plow Nelda Brooks
X | Rev. Bodie Gilbert Jennifer West - Chair Norma Graves
Burke Randolph Rev. Jim Bankston Rev. Rahel | Yoo
Rev. Diane McGehee - Judy Graves X | Randy Scott Asst. Treas.
Erin Kupcunas Faseler Julia Riley Robin Dunn
X | Rev. Gary Frederick X | Justin Flint - Treasurer X | Tara Hunsucker - Sec.
X | Rev. Glynden | Bode Deac. Laura | Young Trevor Warren
Jane Straw Rev. Nathan | Lonsdale Bledsoe X | Virginia Shanks — VP

Welcome/Check In:

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:37 a.m. by Justin.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Gary moved to approve the August 26,2021 minutes; Jean seconded; all
approved.

Financial Report: Justin reviewed and answered questions. He is preparing documents the bank must have
before transferring signature to him as new treasurer. Tara moved to approve July 31, 2021 Treasurer’s Report,
Gary seconded, all approved.

Old Business:

1.

Special project related to hate speech at the TAC: Justin shared Laura’s notes which provided an
update. The letter to Bishop Jones regarding hate speech was sent 4 weeks ago; not expecting a
response from Bishop at this late date. Working on a resolution to address hate speech to be ready for
pre-conference TAC meetings. Justin to share concerns around ensuring communication is clear on why
it is considered hate speech so those unfamiliar with the hurt and harm inflicted will fully understand.

Committee report on recommendation regarding the advisability of having non-UMC members on our
RUMTX Board:

a.

Discussion on proposal for a 3 person nominating committee appointed by the Chair or Board.
Justin volunteered to share a sample Board Matrix tool that identifies skills/network
connections/etc. which can assist in recruiting. Justin will speak with Jennifer about putting
together a nominating comm. before our next meeting via an email vote.

Bylaw concerns: It was suggested that we consider putting together a committee for a review of
the bylaws to recommend potential updates.

i. Do the bylaws allow for electronic meetings?
ii. The numbering in bylaws is incorrect, reticles 10 is missing
iii. The committees listed in bylaws are not in sync with the committees currently in place.
Suggested that any action on an official written stance for non-UMC members should be
delayed to coincide with the bylaw review so that, if the Board deems it necessary or useful, we
can combine decisions there with other changes to the bylaws.
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3. New TAC rules: Justin has reviewed but needs to go back and review original rules side-by-side as they
did not distribute a red-lined correction version. Justin will put together a written summary so no need
to discuss in next meeting unless there are questions.

New Business:

1. WCA Fresh Springs Gatherings Response: It was suggested that if someone can attend from RUMTX
they should and report back. All TAC clergy and laity are invited. This is the group forming a new
denomination that only recognizes one man to one woman marriage, etc. Info from their email follows:

a. Saturday, October 23rd, from 10 am — 3 pm at Kingwood United Methodist Church. We will
gather to worship and share information about General Conference 2022, the formation of the
Global Methodist Church, and our hopes for the Texas Annual Conference in that future.

b. Joining us will be Wesleyan Covenant Association President Keith Boyette, WCA Council
Chairperson Carolyn Moore, and WCA Vice President of Clergy and Church Relations Angela
Pleasants. Also, our own Kenneth Levingston will speak, and Bishop Bob Hayes will lead in Holy
Communion.

c. Registration is $20 per person, $10 for students, including a box lunch from Jason’s Deli.To
register, go to our new website www.texwca.org and click on the Events tab to register.

2. Resources for bible study: Discussed resources and updating website to include these if not already
there:

a. Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton

b. Faithful and Inclusive: the Bible, Sexuality and the United Methodist Church by Rob Fuquay

c. Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times by Adam Hamilton

3. Comm. to review RUMTX Mission/purpose statement: Virginia, Julia and Norma originally on comm.
Norma can no longer participate so Virginia is looking for another member — please email her if you are
interested. Virginia will provide an update after the committee meets.

Adjourn: Meeting adjourned in pray by Jean and by Justin at 11:21a.m.

Next Board Meeting Date: Next meeting is Thursday, October 28, 2021. Please note that in the meeting it was
stated as Oct 21 but then corrected via email to participants.

Open Items:

1. Asset resolution task force — Jim Bankston stated at the August meeting that this TAC task force will not
meet unless/until the General Conference meets and votes on a process to separate.

2. Education task force make up: tabled since Nathan not in attendance

3. Website: Virginia has a ballpark bid and samiple of work she will share next meeting.
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