RUMTX BOARD MEETING: Thursday, September 24, 2020 at 10:30am Via Zoom

RECONCILING UNITED METHODISTS
TEXAS CONFERENCE

Attendees:

Rev. Bodie Gilbert Rev. Jim Bankston Nelda Brooks

X | Burke Randolph Judy Graves Norma Graves
Cameron Cody Justin Flint Rev. Rahel | Yoo

X | Rev. Diane McGehee - Chair Kent Ping Randy Scott - Treasurer
Ellen Millard Kim McCumber Tara Hunsucker
Erin Kupcunas Faseler Deac. Laura | Young

X | Rev. Glynden | Bode Marilyn Meeker-Williams
Jennifer West Rev. Nathan | Lonsdale Bledsoe

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:51 a.m. by Diane after the check-in and prayer.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Norma moved to approve 9/10/20 minutes and Nelda seconded: passed.

Financial Report: Randy reported that a few donations have come in since his official report at the last meeting

and will be reported in next month’s report.

Old Business:

- FYI, Jennifer had to buy cloud storage for RUMTX Zoom account: $42/mo. for 100GB. Still under the
$250/mo. board approved previously. Randy also mentioned that our current webinar upgrade will last
through Oct 11*" and if we decide not to do a webinar and do a zoom meeting on Nov 8, we can cancel
webinar portion to save money.

- Vote on sharing or not sharing Sept 13 Webinar video. Discussion around checking with Nathan,
Laura, and Meagan to ensure they are ok with sharing — Diane is ok with sharing. Tara moved to share
the video if Nathan, Laura and Meagan are also ok with sharing. Randy seconded: passed. Diane got
responses back from Nathan and Laura and they are ok to share. Tara to email Meagan and ask her.
Then will let Glynden know so she can share in a RUMTX follow-up.

- Webpage team (Judy, Glynden, Laura, Burke, Tara, Jennifer) update: Burke turned in 5+ suggestions
and the rest of the team will gather their suggestions and forward to Tara by Thursday, 10/1. Tara will
compile the suggestions and set up a design/content meeting to discuss. Still shooting to get some
updates done prior to Nov. 8.

- Letter to Bishop: Diane said we have 750 signatures to date. Really need at least a 1,000 before
sending. Diane will see if she can get current signatures sorted by church to share with board members
in order to get more signatures.

New Business

- Nov. 8" Webinar — Healing the hurt?: Discussion as to whether to have or not, but many felt
important to go forward with it. Discussion points included:
e Zoom meeting, rather than webinar ,will allow participants to see each other and save
money.
e Weallareinlimbo due to: church status; racism; election; COVID19; Supreme Court; many
deaths.
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Suggested topics: Healing the hurt; Take a Breath; How to Stand in Solidarity during these
times; Grief and Hope in 2020; Healing and Hope...

Add tools as a take-away in slides to include resources for mental health — Nelda may help
with that.

Randy moved to hold a Zoom meeting (not webinar) Nov. 8" at 7pm — will not be called a Town Hall.
Glynden seconded: passed. Diane said she would take the lead on the topic and will bring her thoughts

next meeting.

- Randy mentioned that Diane is leading a Tuesday night study of the book Universal Christ by
Richard Rohr and it is very interesting and a new way to of viewing Christ. Link will be on Bering
webpage soon. Let Diane know if you want zoom link for Tuesday night.

Adjourn: Closing prayer by Tara and Diane adjourned meeting at 11:36am.

Next Board Meeting Date: Thursday, Oct. 8 at 10:30am Via Zoom

Open Items:

Formalizing official letter in collaboration with other interest groups to object to the selling
of the Conference property in downtown Houston (not from RUMTX specifically but a
broader group)

Develop a plan for transparency as to what is happening in the New Wesley Covenant
Denomination, what their marketing strategies may be, and how to counter them; what our
churches will be facing; and lobbying for staying with the UMC.

Need to start contacting District Offices very soon to request to be a 2021 Delegate. TAC
vote on property sale will be in 2021, and moving TAC to new denomination will likely be
2022.

Develop a questionnaire to get feedback from each Zoom/Webinar meeting via a google
survey or monkey survey.
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