
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

• Reflect on the recent virtual meeting of the Texas Annual 
Conference.

• Discuss the “Protocol” and our request to the Bishop.

• Explain Reconciling Witness in the Texas Annual 
Conference.

• Questions & Answers – Please submit questions via the 
Zoom Q&A feature.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

• Welcome – Megan Sulivan???

• Opening Prayer – Henry Chiu

• TX Annual Conf. Update – Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe

• Protocol & Letter to the Bishop – Rev. Diane McGehee 

• Reconciling Witness in the TX Annual Conf. – Laura Young, 
Central Regional Organizer with RMN

• Q & A – Please submit questions via the Zoom Q&A 
feature.

• Closing Prayer – Rev. Nataly Negrete or???



What is the “Protocol”?

• Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation
• A mediated agreement endorsed by Bishops and leaders 

from representative viewpoints within the UMC
• Must be approved (in some form) at General Conference 

2021
• A Conference may vote to affiliate with a new Methodist 

denomination – requires 57% delegate approval
• A local church may vote to affiliate with another Annual 

Conference.



SIGN THE LETTER
IN SUPPORT OF THE MORATORIUM

 General Conference has been delayed until August/September 2021, 
delaying any separation agreement that can allow the UMC to move to 
full inclusion of  LGBTQAI+ persons.

 This delay means that the oppressive “Traditional” Plan remains in place, 
causing ongoing harm to the LGBTQAI+ persons.

 To stop this harm, many U.S. Bishops and Annual Conferences have 
agreed to a MORATORIUM, effective January 1, 2020, which would stop 
all trials against UMC clergy for violating the Book of  Discipline’s 
“incompatibility clause” and related provisions. 

 Bishop Jones has not agreed to such a moratorium.
 The letter insists that Bishop Jones observe the moratorium to stop the 

harm to the LGBTAI+ persons, their families, and the clergy who are 
their pastors. 

You can read the letter and sign
it by going to:
https://form.jotform.com/2
02296294550053

We need you to sign the letter and get 4 other United 
Methodists in the TX Annual Conference to sign it as well.

https://form.jotform.com/202296294550053

Sign the 
letter to 
Bishop 
Jones…

& share!



Do you know 
LGBTQIA+ 

Allies

• Affirmation (UMC)  http://www.umaffirm.org/

• Church Within A Church Movement (UMC) 
http://www.cwac.us/

• Love Prevails  http://www.loveprevailsumc.com/

• Methodist Federation for Social Action
http://mfsaweb.org/

• Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN)  
https://rmnetwork.org/resources-v2/

• Reconciling United Methodists Texas Conference 
(RUMTX) https://rumtx.weebly.com/

• UMC NEXT  https://umcnext.com/

• and more!

These organizations are Allies of LGBTQIA+



• Good News Magazine 
• https://goodnewsmag.org/about-us/

• Institute on Religion and Democracy (IRD) 
https://theird.org/about/

• The Confessing Movement UMC
https://www.confessingumc.org/

• UM Action (part of IRD)
https://theird.org/publication_name/um-action/

• Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) 
https://wesleyancovenant.org/about-page/

• Wesleyan Methodist Movement
https://www.newwesleyandenomination.com/

NON-
ALLIES  

These organizations are 
Non-Allies of LGBTQIA+ 



What is an
Open Hearts

group?

Open Hearts groups are for friends, 
families and allies of LBGTQIA+ persons 
and LGBTQIA+ people. Meetings include 
speakers, videos, and most importantly, a 
time of sharing, love and support for all 
group members.

To form a New Group, or if your church has an Open Hearts 
group and is not listed in our records, or you need a group’s 
contact information, please email:

Nelda Brooks, nellieKT@aol.com
Norma Graves, lexford10@aol.com



Find an Open 
Hearts group

Bering Memorial UMC, Houston
Central Church, Galveston
Chapelwood UMC, Houston
Conroe UMC
Faith UMC, Spring
Kingwood UMC, Kingwood
Memorial Drive UMC, Houston
Moody UMC, Galveston
North District Area
South District Area
St. John’s UMC, Texas City
St. Mark’s UMC
St. Paul’s UMC, Houston
St. Peter’s UMC, Katy
Strawbridge UMC 

Wesley Memorial UMC, Huntsville



What is the 
RMN?

MISSION:  
• Living into our shared baptismal covenant, Reconciling Ministries 

Network equips and mobilizes United Methodists to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression as we seek justice for people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities.

VISION:
• Reconciling Ministries Network envisions a renewed and vibrant 

Wesleyan movement that is biblically and theologically centered. 
As committed disciples of Jesus Christ, we strive to transform 
ourselves and the world by living out the Gospel’s teachings of 
grace, love, justice, and celebration of all of God’s children.

Regional Organizers
• Reconciling Ministries Network is committed to the local church 

and especially to helping communities discern how your 
congregation, Sunday School class, campus ministry, or other small 
group can actively welcome all people.

Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN)





RUMTX@gmail.com

Reconciling United Methodist Texas Conference (RUMTX) is a group 
of clergy and laity in the Texas Annual Conference of the UMC who 
aspire to be a healing voice within the climate of fear and 
misinformation surrounding sexual orientation and gender identity. 

RUMTX works to:

• Create a welcoming atmosphere for all persons in the churches of 
the Texas Annual Conference. 

• Follow the example of Christ, loving our neighbors as ourselves 
and establishing radical hospitality as the norm for all human 
relationships. 

RUMTX pursues these goals by 

• providing opportunities for dialogue through witness and 
education.

• Serving as a Community within Reconciling Ministries Network, a 
national grassroots organization that exists to enable full 
participation of people of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities in the life of the United Methodist Church, both in 
policy and practice.

What Is 
RUMTX?

Send donations to support these (501c3) activities to:
RUMTX, PO Box 542142, Houston, TX  77254-2142

RUMTX@gmail.com



Ru

Keep
in

Touch

Send donations to support these (501c3) activities to:
RUMTX, PO Box 542142, Houston, TX  77254-2142

Thank You
for

joining us!

SAVE THE DATE
Next Zoom Town Hall

Sunday, November 8, 2020
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Next Zoom Town Hall

Sunday, November 8, 2020

If you want to receive news/invitations to 
RUMTX events, email: 

glyndenbode@gmail.com

RUMTX@gmail.com
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

• Welcome – Megan Sulivan???

• Opening Prayer – Henry Chiu

• TX Annual Conf. Update – Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe

• Protocol & Letter to the Bishop – Rev. Diane McGehee 

• Reconciling Witness in the TX Annual Conf. – Laura Young, 
Central Regional Organizer with RMN

• Q & A – Please submit questions via the Zoom Q&A 
feature.

• Closing Prayer – Rev. Nataly Negrete or???
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What is the “Protocol”?

• Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation
• A mediated agreement endorsed by Bishops and leaders 

from representative viewpoints within the UMC
• Must be approved (in some form) at General Conference 

2021
• A Conference may vote to affiliate with a new Methodist 

denomination – requires 57% delegate approval
• A local church may vote to affiliate with another Annual 

Conference.



SIGN THE LETTER
IN SUPPORT OF THE MORATORIUM

 General Conference has been delayed until August/September 2021, 
delaying any separation agreement that can allow the UMC to move to 
full inclusion of  LGBTQAI+ persons.

 This delay means that the oppressive “Traditional” Plan remains in place, 
causing ongoing harm to the LGBTQAI+ persons.

 To stop this harm, many U.S. Bishops and Annual Conferences have 
agreed to a MORATORIUM, effective January 1, 2020, which would stop 
all trials against UMC clergy for violating the Book of  Discipline’s 
“incompatibility clause” and related provisions. 

 Bishop Jones has not agreed to such a moratorium.
 The letter insists that Bishop Jones observe the moratorium to stop the 

harm to the LGBTAI+ persons, their families, and the clergy who are 
their pastors. 

You can read the letter and sign
it by going to:
https://form.jotform.com/2
02296294550053

We need you to sign the letter and get 4 other United 
Methodists in the TX Annual Conference to sign it as well.

https://form.jotform.com/202296294550053
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Laura Young 
Central Regional Organizer

Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN)

Reconciling Witness
in the

Texas Annual Conference



Why are RCs important?

➢Eliminate default assumptions

➢Offer hope

➢Offer an alternative message

➢Offer a place to gather

➢Offer an affirming presence

➢Offer inspiration for advocacy



Examples of Reconciling Communities

➢Sunday school classes
➢Choirs or Music Ministries
➢Youth groups
➢Young adult groups
➢UMW circles
➢Bible study groups
➢Church & Society Committees
➢Church Councils
➢and more!



Reconciling Communities

➢Speak only for themselves, not their churches

➢Do not need permission from their pastor or church, 
but should be respectful and transparent. Visit with 
your pastor.  



*Regional* Reconciling Communities
➢ are not associated with a local church

➢ can be associated with a district or region, but 
don’t have to be

➢ often meet at a neutral location once a month

➢ are important in rural areas, districts without a 
Reconciling Church or Community, and throughout 
ACs with an oppressive atmosphere or an anti-
LGBTQ bishop



First Steps and Helpful Resources

➢Email Laura and share:
○ Your name
○ Name of church and city
○ Name of the interested SS class or group

➢Laura can respond with:
○ link to video explaining the process
○ outline of recommended steps
○ a variety of study resources
○ tips and best practices
○ offer to meet with your group via Zoom



Contact Laura for more info!



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS…
Please submit questions via the Zoom Q&A feature.
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Send donations to support these (501c3) activities to:
RUMTX, PO Box 542142, Houston, TX  77254-2142

Thank You
for

joining us!

SAVE THE DATE
Next Zoom Town Hall

Sunday, November 8, 2020
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SAVE THE DATE
Next Zoom Town Hall

Sunday, November 8, 2020

If you want to receive news/invitations to 
RUMTX events, email: 

glyndenbode@gmail.com

RUMTXC@gmail.com


